PRINCIPAL
POINTS

If you want to see the best of the

British seaside, it seems that you can't

do better than come to the Kent

School of English. The Guardian

newspaper ran a high-profile contest
in July to find the “seaside town of the
year”,

The result was decided by a panel
of authors, artists, journalists, an MP
and others. Towns in the compedition
came from England, Wales, Scotland
and Northem Ireland. And the result?
Well, from the sidy towns nominated,
Broadstairs came a very creditable
second place,

The winner was another town
visited by lots of KSE students this
summer: St ves in Comwall. Only a
few miles away from our summer
centre in Penzance, St lves makes for

You can read more aboul the
panel's opinicn of Good Old
Broadstairs” and 5t lves on page

| con't Thlnl- !h-r-] dges

floods which afflicted other parts of the
country but many students will have
gone home thinking that all the stories
thay had heard about British weather
were frua. | hope they may consider
returning next year so that the myth

may be dispelled!

andy.flaig @ kentschool.co.uk
‘Soa guastion 1 in Competifion
Comer; back page
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One af the groups

has' wu!mbd g year came from

Yohragoeh, Cataunk Yo o Paie)
arragona, Cal aque

Gelonch and Artur Sasot,

The group started an English
project in Spain by looking at
prehistoric and medieval times -
Espluga de Francall, their home
town, is famous for its caves and
gothic monuments. The students

wrote and performed plays in English,

inspired by whal they had seen.
The second part of the project was
concerned with tourism and the

- . - and {above and below) back in
Broadstairs they admire local sealife

on amongst nﬂnr plam.
well as nlngmn udadwalkwuh
Maomi  Thanet Coast
Project to look at H!a and rock
formations on the local seashore.
The Joan Amigd students intend
to produce lourist materials as
an outcome of their stay &t KSE: a
video of the sights and sounds of
England, a leaflet and Powerpoint
presentation, as well as a website.
We look forward to seeing their
finished work!
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CHRIS McDERMOTT

Just as this newslettar was going to print, we
heard that Chnis had decidad the time was right
fior him to retire.

Over the 25 years he was at KSE, Chris
confributed an immense amount and all those
who have had the benefit of his teaching know
what a gifted classroom practitioner he is.

Chris's work in materials development and
teacher-training within the school were also
invaluable. While we are lucky enough to have
& strong teaching and teacher-training team in
place to carry on the good work we will, of
course, miss Chris's presence.

We wish Chris the best of luck in his
retiremeant and know that he will greatly enjoy

You'll have seen elsewhera in this newsletler
that 5t ves, Penzance's near neighbour, was
voted seaside town of the year, All of the
students who joined our courses in Penzance
had the pleasure of visiting the town which,
since Turner visited in 1811, has been a magnet
for artists who love the quality of the light and
the contrasting colours of white sand, turquoise
sea and azure sky.

St Ives was not the only place visited by our
Penzance studenis, of course. They also
enjoyed the gentle cliff walk from Land's End to
Whitesand Bay at Sennen Cove (where many
were tempted to dive into the Atlantic); strolled
along the beach from Penzance to Marazion
and over the causeway to mysterious

Carolyn, one of the KSE team in
Penzance

being able to devobte more time to his various
interests.

Chris teaching a class of group leaders

SUMMER IN PENZANCE

5t Michael's Mount; saw performances of
varipus plays at the stunning clifftop Minnack
Theatre; explored Truro (the county town) and
Falmouth and enjoyed the views of King
Arthur's Castle from the cliffs at Tintagel. These
Irips and the usual busy KSE leaching and
activity programme meant that students not only
improved their English but also got to know a lot
about Comish people and culture.

The KSE team in Penzance, led by Barry,
ensured that everybody participated and got the
mist from their stay. They worked closely with a
fantastic sel of group leaders to ensure that
Penzance was, once again, a great success!
We look forward to being back there again in
2008,

Group fram Alicante, Pertzance 2008

GERALDINE'S JOB

| joined KSE as Accommodation Officer at the
beginning of this year and somehow | have
managed to survive the roller-coaster ride of
the summer!

Life in the Accommodation Office is never
dull and | have leamed to expect the
unexpected every day. Problems can arise for
host families meaning they cannot
accommodate students booked to stay with
them. Students become ill and need a visit or a
lie down in the KSE sick bay. Allergies or
dietary preferences are remembaerad and all the
while the phone seems to be ringing!

An important part of my job is to read all the
feedback forms filled in by students and leaders.
It is lovely to hear good reports of families as
students leave, and important also for us o
know where there have been difficulties. | also,
particularly at this time of the year, spend a lot of
time visiting our host families.

At the moment, we are in the middle of a
recruitment drive and we seam to have lots of
new families wanting to host students in

Broadstairs. Many people are moving to the
area from London for a change of lifestyle and
enjoy having students to stay. Meanwhile we
have families who have been looking after KSE
students for more than twenty years who still
anjoy meeting new students,

Every tamily is unigue and, of course, so is
each student — putting the two together
successfully makes all the angst worthwhile!

Geraiding hard af work

Delights of good

old Broadstairs

Esther Addley

The judges were far from the first to be
entranced by Broadstairs in Kent, nar-
rowly beaten into second place, Charles
Dickens was such a fan that he moved
there to write Nicholas Mickleby and
David Copperfield. An annual festival in
celebration of the author, and plenty of
Dickens-themed shops and pubs, con-
tinue the association. Charles Pooter,
nareator of The Mary of a Nobody, took
his helidays in “good cld Broadstairs”
(considering nearby Margate “too fast™).
But Broadstairs is far from a twee
monument to nostalgia. The town may
boast rows of beach huts, a sea-water
bathing pool and a celebrated Punch
and Judy show, but it remains a lively
community not yet cverwhelmed by
day-tri Londoners. Locals talk of
an butcher's shop on the high
street, while another local celebrity is
Morelli’s jce-cream parlour. The beach
huts are not yet being flogged at eye-
watering prices but can be booked for a
reasonable fee from the local council,
The town's knockout attraction,
however, is the horseshoe of
Viking Bay, above which the seafront is
perched, a soft yeliow smile of sand that
deservedly sports a blue flag. Five fur-
ther sindy beaches to the north offer a
bltmm.'e towel-space in high summer.
Wonderfully compact and utterly
disarming,” said one of our judges. “It's
the real deal,” said ancther. Broadstairs
appears not quite to have grasped how
delightful are its charms — which is
exactly what makes it so charming.

“Seaside Town of the Year™ the panal's vardicl on

Broadstairs (from The Guardian)

View from the Mirnack Theatra down o Porthourmo



KSE TRAVELS

Maost KSE travelling is done during
the winter but there were some
spring and summer trips this year:

= In kate April, Andy went o Estonia.
KSE’s local organiser, Kairi Kallaste,
arranged a saries of schoal visits and
meetings in Tallinn and Hilumaa,
including one with the Prime Minister
of Estonia. The PM took a few
minutes out of his busy day for a
chat and his spokesman showed
Andy araund the Cabinet Hoom and
other offices.

= In May, Andy visited Kharkiv and
met lots of old KSE frends.

* Chriz M spent a week in Auxeme in
Jure, heiping to set up a leachar
development scheme for AFPL. He
worked closaly with Riki Pugh, the
course divector and with the KSE
teachers who wark for AFPI, Steve
and Eugensa.

* Sue ran a teacher training week in
Miederaltaich and took part in
another SKT test session for
teachers in Bavaria.

* In May Dave P spent a week in
Poland, visiting Progress Schools in
Zawiercie, Myszkov and Lazy before
moving on to the Promar School in
Azeszdw. In Zawiercie, Dave spant
three enjoyable days teaching a wide
range of ages and abilities — from
four year olds to adults.

In Rzeszdw Dave conducted a
short seminar followad by a question
and answer session in the school's
leciure theatre, The topic was “What
Is Being a Teacher Really Like?

WORK EXPERIENCE
STUDENTS, 2007

As every year, work expeananca
sludenis have made a valuable
contribution to the life of KSE. This
yaar wa have had work experience
students from France, Germany,
Poland, Japan and the UK. Anybody
interested in the possibility of work
axperance al KSE in 2008 should
email a GV and letter to

sue wall@kentschool.co.uk

Pictured (below) are Virginke Gougean
and Jennifer Nialand

KSE STUDENTS

ENJOY A TASTE OF PUBLIC SCHOOL

BY PHIL CARTER

Welcome to Wellesley House, a
fairy tale of manicured lawns
bordered by colourful flowerbeds
fronting sturdy Victorian buildings.
Step inside and a labyrinth of
cormidors leads you to cosy
classrooms, a beautiful, wood-
panelied dining hall and a fine
assembly hall.

Behind the impressive gravel
drives and ivy-clad buildings of
KSE's summer residential and
activities centre lies a vast
expanse of playing fields and
sports facilities including a
madern heated indoor pool and a
state-of-the-arl sports hall.

Break dancing al Wellesley House

For five weeks in July and
August, Wellesley House was
home to a cosmopolitan mix of
students and leaders from Haly,
Spain, France, Holland, Brazil,
Belgium and Serbia, happily
sampling the delights of a
quintessentially British boarding
school. Making sura that everyone
was happy and that everything
went according to plan were
myseif and Pieter and Hazel
Boonzaier.

Wellestely House students
soon got used to the fun and
challenges of communal living
and the delicious meals of chef
Audrey Fodor received rave
reviews from everyone,

THE SEVEN BAYS OF BROADSTAIRS

Everybody who comes to KSE in
Broadstairs sees tha lovely,
horse-shoe shaped Viking Bay.
Most people see its little sister,
Louisa Bay. Some (during most
summers but maybe not during
summer 20071) visit Joss Bay for
KSE barbecues. If you walk to
Ramsgate from Broadstairs, you'll
walk past Dumpton Gap. How
many will see the other three
bays: Botany Bay, Kingsgate Bay
and Stone Bay? Each bay has a
story 1o tell, One of the most
tamous is that about Joss Bay.

Joss Bay

There is a difference of opinion
about whether the beach was
named after Joss Snelling or vice
versa. Either way, at a time when
smuggling was almost as
impartant an industry as anything
else in the area and the good
people of 5t Peter's became
adept at outwitting the Revenue
Men, Joss Snelling was the most
notorious smuggler.

All KSE students during this
period were able to enjoy the
facilities. Evening activities like barn
dances, cabarets, discos and folk
singing took place in the assembly
hall. Options afterncons offering a
multiplicity of sports and activities
ranging from football to table tennis
and swimming 1o break dancing —
not to mention Jennie Rawson's
ever-popular arts and crafts
s2s5i0ns — all took place around
the Wellesley House complex. In
addition, many students visited
Wellesley for their moming classes.
The peaceful surroundings and

offering all the courses offerad this
year: Student 15 and 21 courses
for teenagers; Intensive and Supar
Intensiva courses for adults; a

relaxed atmasphere seemed fo wide range of specially tallored
make learing Englizh all the more courses lor groups and, as ever,
enjoyable, high quality teacher-training

courses for individuals and groups.
Coma the summoer, wa'll be back in
Panzance ance again.

There are one or two additions to
the coursas which K5E is involved
in or running in 2008:

In the summer of next year,
we'll be working with a partner
schoof in France 1o offer our
traditional Student 15 course o

Whatever the weather we had
a great time. Students guickly got
used to their unusual
surroundings and made
themsalves at home. It was lovely
to see them enjoying themsalves
and making new friends. Everyone
tried hard to speak and practise
English and the traditional English
breakfasts were enthusiastically
consumed.

Jenme’s ars and crafts lesson

I MARGATE

He lived to a ripe old age, and in
his dotage was presented to a
young Queen Victoria as ‘the
famous Broadstairs smuggler'.

Viking Bay
Another bay with a tale to tell,
Viking Bay was named in honour
of the “Hugin®, a replica Viking
ship rowed across the North Sea,
landing at what was then known
simply as Main Bay, in 1949. The
ship itself can now be seen at
Pegwell Bay in Ramsgate.
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Looking from Kingsgate Bay to v
Botany Bay




KSE T-SHIRT

After many yvears of selling the
rraditional navy blue KSE T-ghirts,
we decided to liven things up by
adding two new bright colours to
our range; bright pink and bright
orange. Pens, key rings and
posters are also availabla.

T-Shirts modelled by Kana,
Jessica and Joseph, three of our
work experience students (right).
If you're visiting, we still have
some availabla!

THE CARTERS GO TO BAVARIA

Phil Cartar and family recenthy
took a tour of Central and
Southern Germany calching up
with group leaders, KSE friends
and former students.

Far Philip and family, a big
highlight was a visit to Fulda to
join in the birthday celebrations
of Anita Brandner, a long-time
aroup arganiser. The party was a

roaring success as Philip
explains:

“Anita organised everything. It
was a brilliant party held in the
school where she teaches. She
was surrounded by dozens of
friends and colleagues. We had
a delicious meal and then a
saries of songs, poems and
speeches in her honour.”

TRINITY COLLEGE

CERT TESOL

September saw a new set of
teacher trainers graduate from
our Trinity College CertTESOL
course. The course s an
intensive four weeks and
includes:

« jnput sessions from our tutors:
Dave Parsons, Sue Wall and
Migel Feist

+ six hours of teaching practice

+ several hours of observations
of experienced KSE
teachaers

+ many hours of assignment
writing — about grammar,
vocahulary, methodology,
phonology and so on

We weare pleasad to keep up
our recent 100% pass rate, as all
eight of the trainees passed with

fiying colours. On the course
wera a mixture of people who
had worked at KSE in the pasi
as Activity Assistants and people
from outside - including Sonja
from Germany, who was our one
non-native speaker on the
course, Well dene to all
concermned!

Anila’s parly gels urnder way The bintfday girll

COMPETITION CORNER

All about Broadstairs this time. There may be at least ane trick guestion!
Answers to andy llaigEkantschool.oo k.

We hawve prizes for the two entries with most comrect answers; books which
relate 1o the guesions belaw.

Dave P with Cert TESOL group
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i Which Charles refermed to "Good Old Broadstakrs” (see Principal Polnis)
in the passage below?
| sand to Carne: °| don't think we can do battar than 'Good old Broadstairs' ™.
Carrie not only, fo my astonishment, raised an objection 1o Broadstairs, for
the first time; but begged me not to use the expression, “Good old”, bult to
leava it to Mr. Stillbrook and other GENTLEMEN of his type. Hearing my
‘biss pass the window, | was obliged ta rush out of the house without kissing
Carrie as usual; and | shouted to her: 1 leave 1 o you 1o decide”, .
On retuming in the evening, Carrie said she thought as the time was 20 sho
she had decided on Broadstairs, and had written 1o Mrs. Beck, Harbour View
Terrace, lor apartments.

PICTURES

Top to bottom.

Andy reading the guest book
in the Prime Minister's office,
Tallinn

2 Which Charles referred to “Our English Watering Place™? . Ve

3 Which central Broadstairs pub is named after a characier from a Dickens Moup 'eacers” Friday e
Lol * Strike!

4 Which Broadstairs pub ks named alter a famous engineear?

5 Which Broadstairs pub is named after one of England's most famous sailors? + Joss Bay

& Which Broadstairs bay has a very famous namesake in Ausiralia?

7 Which 20" Century Prima Ministar lived in Broadstairs? « Indenendent students visit

8 Which novelist: “... walked for several hours on the clifts betwesn Kingsgate s gl e

and Bleak House, and smaked an entire case of cigars, striving for a title, but Canterbury Castie

with a, barren result. As the sun went down .. contemplating the Morth
Foraland lighthouse [he exclaimed] “You are ugly and stiff and awkward; you
know you are: as stiff and as wadird as my white woman, White worman| -
woman in white! The titke, by Jowve! 7

+ Louisa Bay

* The La Louviére group relax
al the clockiower

)

DOL Op
:;..\" G‘JEI
Kent School 10 & 12 Grarwille Road, Braadstairs, Kent CT10 1GD, England 3 % Rl W4
SPEI’I Cllshu Tel: (071843 874870 - Fax: (01843 8560418 'ﬂ) ‘{.; .:'."- " r g of 1
u] i - - r
g e-mail: enquirles@kentechool.co.uk - www kentschoolofenglish.com ﬂ'IrSHE'D"' { i il

p)



